RESEARCH PAPER/PROJECT RUBRIC

	Criteria
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Knowledge/Understanding
	· Research demonstrated limited knowledge of facts, terms, concepts, principles and theories.

· Little understanding of relationships between key concepts was evident.
	· Research demonstrated some knowledge of facts, terms, concepts, principles and theories.

· Some understanding of relationships between key concepts was evident.
	· Research demonstrated considerable knowledge of facts, terms, concepts, principles and theories.

· Considerable  understanding of relationships between key concepts was evident.
	· Research demonstrated thorough knowledge of facts, terms, concepts, principles and theories.

· Thorough understanding of relationships between key concepts was evident.

	Thinking/Inquiry
	· Research has not been organized and conducted in an effective manner.

· Analysis and interpretation was weak.
	· Research has been organized and conducted in a somewhat effective manner.

· Analysis and interpretation was satisfactory.
	· Research has been organized and conducted in an effective manner.

· Analysis and interpretation was sound.
	· Research has not been organized and conducted in a highly effective manner.

· Analysis and interpretation was strong.

	Communication (Written)
	· Information has been communicated with limited effectiveness.

· The writing style is simple with limited evidence of organization.
	· Information has been communicated with some effectiveness.

· The writing style is simple with some evidence of organization.
	· Information has been communicated with considerable effectiveness.

· The writing style is clear and well organized.
	· Information has been communicated with a great degree of effectiveness.

· The writing style is well organized and sophisticated.

	Communication (Visual)
	· Inappropriate or ineffective visuals have been utilized.
	· Appropriate visuals have been utilized in an ineffective manner.
	· Appropriate visuals have been utilized in an effective manner.
	· Appropriate visuals have been utilized in a highly effective manner.

	Application

(Synthesis or Conclusion)

-making conclusions

-making predictions

-making connections
	· Conclusions, predictions and/or connections were made with limited clarity and logic.
	· Conclusions, predictions and/or connections were made with some clarity and logic.
	· Conclusions, predictions and/or connections were made with considerable clarity and logic.
	· Conclusions, predictions and/or connections were made with a high degree of clarity and logic.
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